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heal th insurance, sone system whereby the physicians, surgeons
will be paid out of a public till, and, |adies and gentlenen, we

are not going to like that. w are not going to like it any
better than those of us in agriculture |ike the way we are being

treated today alnost as a public utility. So before you cast
your vote on this, take a look at it very carefully,gndthen
| ook back on your own actions the past five nonths, gndthe past
years that you have been here, and see if you have o
everythi n% you could do during that period of tine to help Hopﬁ
down health care costs. [f not, regardl ess of how you vyote on
this resolution, | would ask you =o adopt a |jttle resolution of
your own that in the future you will take a closer |ook at those
bills which cause health care costs to escalate. Thank you,
Nr. President.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. | have been told that the ¢gokies over
here are conpliments of the Governor, so | didn't know t hey were
t here, maybe ou didn't either, but there is sone dellcious

cookies over there | ynpderstand. Senator Wesel | ease
foll owed by Senator Abboud. y. P '

SENATORWESELY: Thankyou. Nr. President and nmenbers, | am not
trying to give Senator Hanni bal and the Appropriations Conmittee
necessarily a hard time on this. I'tis gustother evidence
about how serious a problemwe have with health care costs, 4,
ny concern is that we are out of time, | guess we haven't t%e
option to deal with this, but it is this Legislature that has to
deal with health care costs. We are the ones that have  to
devel op the policies and have the responsibility to come up with
the payment for the different costs involved. e have already

funded over a hundred nmillion dollars, 'well, actually, it didn' t
turn out that way because we didn't do the indigent “care bill,
whi ch we wi || and should do eventuall Y, but ,neverthe|ess' we

were tal king about that level of increased ¢ ,ndin far heal th
care costs, and a big chunk of that was on this I!1eglth I nsurance
policy for our state enployees. w have %ot to find a way to
deal with this problem and | do appreciate the ppney put into
t he budget to do the plan and to workw th the Personnel
Department in studying this, but we have got not just a problem
with the insurance programthat we have got for our enployees,
but we haVe g_Ot ac rIOSS the board, every en'p|oyer across the
state is facing this, and | know that from personal experience.
And so somehow we have got to get a grip on it, gng | am just
pointing this out that | think the Legislature has got
ul ti rTater to get a handl e on thlS, and that xs V\hy | amraisi ng
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